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TACHI-S Wins Gold Award in the IAUD International Design Award 2018
Enters InfoSeat™, a product developed jointly with Clarion Co., Ltd.

On March 4, 2019 (Monday), TACHI-S Co., Ltd. (President, CEO & COO: Taro 

Nakayama; Headquarters: Akishima, Tokyo; hereafter, “TACHI-S”) entered the 

InfoSeat™, a product jointly developed with Clarion Co., Ltd. (President & CEO: 

Atsushi Kawabata; Headquarters: Saitama, Saitama Prefecture; hereafter, 

“Clarion”) in the IAUD International Design Award 2018 held by the International 

Association for Universal Design (IAUD) and won the Gold Award. 

TACHI-S and Clarion (hereafter, “we”) jointly developed the InfoSeat™ as a means of resolving a 

social problem by helping to create a society with no traffic accidents. The result earned the Gold 

Award in the IAUD International Design Award 2018. 

TACHI-S’s strengths lie in its integrated system from development to production as an independent 

car seat manufacturer, its capacity to propose solutions, and the expertise it has built up through its 

transactions with auto manufacturers. For many years now TACHI-S has worked in a partnership with 

Clarion, which has continued to develop and manufacture high-quality car audio with impressive 

sound quality as the auto industry has advanced, establishing a brand for itself. 

Eliminating traffic accidents, even with the recent dramatic changes of automated and electric cars, 

is extremely difficult. We believe that creating a safer and more comfortable traveling space for 

drivers as well as passengers is crucial for the future of cars. 

The InfoSeat™ that won the Gold Award is an effective driving support system that uses vibration 

as well as sound to keep the driver vigilant. Specifically, the seat headrest has speakers and a 

microphone for efficient voice communication with the driver, and the vibrating unit built into the seat 

makes it possible to alert the driver through tactile sense at the same time as an auditory prompt, 

depending on the situation. The vibrating unit in particular is installed on the left and the right, so that 

by controlling the frequency of oscillation, the vibrating part can be freely moved backward and 

forward to convey more detailed information. This vibrating unit has earned InfoSeat™ recognition for 

its effectiveness as universal design since it is also an effective driving support system for people with 

poor hearing, and this led to this award. 

In the judge’s comments on the award, they praised InfoSeat™ highly, saying that “not only is this 

effective for regular drivers, it has the potential to be personalized in ways to greatly assist older 

drivers and drivers with impaired levels of perception” and “InfoSeat has significant potential to 

reduce accidents among older drivers through timely tactile and auditory prompts.” Going forward, 

we will continue to develop products that help society by effectively utilizing our partnership. 

■IAUD International Design Award

The name of the IAUD Award, which was established in 2010 to disseminate and actualize 

Universal Design (UD), has now been changed to the IAUD International Design Award to recognize 

groups and individuals who have conducted or proposed particularly noteworthy activities aimed at 

realizing a UD society in which everyone—regardless of age, gender, nationality, ethnicity, culture, 

capacity, customs or other factors—can live comfortably, without feeling any undue inconvenience. 

The awards are given internationally. The ultimate goal of these awards is to create a safe and secure 

society that respects diversity, inclusivity, human rights and human nature for as many people as 

possible, and a sustainable, symbiotic society that values voluntary and ongoing dialogue and the 

transmission of knowledge and skills across the generations. 



■The International Association for Universal Design (IAUD)https://www.iaud.net/
This organization aims to further society’s sound development and healthy lifestyles by further

disseminating and actualizing universal design. IAUD was established in November 2003 to carry on
the principles and outcome of the International Conference for Universal Design 2002. As of January
25, 2018, 75 companies, 13 organizations and 75 people participated, making IAUD Japan’s largest
organization promoting UD.

■Contact
Company name: TACHI-S Co., Ltd.
Address: 3-3-7, Matsubara-cho, Akishima-shi, Tokyo
Telephone: +81-42-546-8111 (Public Relations, General Affairs Section, General Affairs Department)
FAX: +81-42-546-7361
URL: http://www.tachi-s.co.jp/

■Overview of the award-winning InfoSeat™

✔ Establishes technologies to intuitively and reliably convey information 

to the driver through sound and vibration, using auditory and tactile senses. 

✔ By combining seat vibrations and headrest speakers in diverse ways, this driving 

support system enables elderly people as well as regular drivers to drive with peace 

of mind. 

✔ The auditory prompts from the car navigation system are directed to the ear, 

and can also be conveyed through seat vibrations. This ensures that the driver can

clearly grasp the instructions, and prevents the driver from failing to hear the 

instructions or making a mistake. 

✔ The internal microphone picks up the driver’s voice so that the driver’s 

conversations with passengers and phone conversations are played on

the speaker. Voices can be heard clearly, making conversations smooth.

✔ The driver is notified and warned through both auditory prompts and

vibrations of the angle of approaching objects and when the driver seems

about to drive the wrong way, or is swerving outside of the lane, or the car 

in front has started moving. Vibrations can indicate direction. 

✔ Voice and vibration prevent sleeping. Optimal vibration patterns can keep the driver 

comfortably awake. In addition, the audio and vibrations when driving are being assessed and 

verified in conjunction with the use scenes and patterns. 
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